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Dear SAW families! 

February has arrived and we are half way through the school year! How can 

that be possible? Although the time from January through to spring break 

seems to be packed full of activities such as swimming and skiing, it is also 

prime learning time. Try asking your child about something they read at 

school, or the hardest thing they learned during the day. Sometimes specific 

questions can get a different answer than the typical “What did you do 

today?” “Nothing!” answer  

 

Wow! We’ve been busy mathematicians here at Salmon Arm 
West! Teachers have been focusing on important concepts for 
each grade and working hard to build students’ understanding 
as well as efficiency with math skills. Our math club has 
continued to meet at lunch time once per week. Math club is 
currently open to students in Div 1,2 &3. We meet together and 
work on solving challenging problems.  
A group of math club students decided to take the challenge to 
a whole new level and participated in an international math 
contest in the middle of January. This was a difficult test to 
write and the students really sweated their way through the 
test but when thy finished they were extraordinarily proud of 
their accomplishments. We can hardly wait for the next contest 
on February 14th! 
 
 

Report cards and conferences 

Recently we had our student-parent-conferences. We appreciate the high 

turnout rate we had, and believe that this is an important conversation to have 

to support your child’s learning. This follows a new written report card format 

that you received in December. Our school district is making decisions about 

whether to continue this process with some improvements or to try a different 

model of reporting. You should have received two short surveys about the 

process.  We would really appreciate if you would take the time to provide us 

feedback to help us and the district make a good decision. 

The district has already received well over 100 responses from parents on the 

written report card and the feedback was: 

-88% of parents stated that the report card comments were “informative and 

personal” 

School goal news 



-75% of parents stated the report card “clearly stated how my child was doing” 

-81% of parent stated that report card was “specific and individualized to my 

child” 

-74% of parents stated that the ‘sliding scale’” showed me exactly how my 

child is doing in each area” 

There were also many comments which provided further feedback and 

suggestions for improvement. We really appreciate your feedback. We will also 

be sharing parent feedback from the Conference Survey in a future newsletter. 

Just in case you have misplaced it, the link to the parent 
survey about the conferences is  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5GZ9JH 

 
 

 Skiing and Swimming! 
  

Div 3, 4, 5, and 6 have already started swimming lessons, and 
are having a wonderful time. Swimming is an essential life skill 
and can help keep us safe. Many thanks to PAC for helping 
out with the cost of bussing our students back and forth to 
the pool. Division 1 and 2 will start their swim sessions at the 
end of February.  
 
Div 1 and 2 students have had the chance to participate in 3 
days of skiing and snowboarding at Silver Star. Thanks to PAC 
for supporting the bussing for students, and huge thanks as 
well to the parent volunteers and staff who have devoted 
their time to making this happen.  
 

Farmer’s Bingo 

 
Farmer’s Bingo is coming soon! The PAC is looking for volunteers 

for the event. Please contact Steffanie Bland at steffieb@live.ca if 

you have not already done so. Doors open at 5 and Bingo starts at 

6. Please come out and support our PAC as they fundraise for our 

school. The financial support that PAC provides to us is so very 

appreciated and allows for activities such as swimming, skiing, 

playground equipment and more.  

 

Next PAC Meeting… 
Our next PAC meeting is on Wednesday Feb 21 at 

2:30. We will be putting the final touches on Farmer’s 
Bingo at this time.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5GZ9JH
mailto:steffieb@live.ca


 

Important Dates to Remember: 
 

Coming up:  

Feb 23: Pro D day: no students in session.  

Feb 27: First swim session for Div 1 and 2 

March 11: Daylight savings time 

March 19-April 2 schools closed for Spring 

Break 

April 3: School starts again 
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